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The  left  main  landing  gear  separated  from  the airframe following a normal wheel landing on runway 15.  The separation resulted from
failure  of  the  'U-bolt' attaching the left main landing gear to the fuselage.  The left wing contacted the ground and the airplane came
to  rest  on  the  west side of the 4,550 foot runway.  A review of the maintenance history of the airplane revealed that the airframe had
accumulated  a  total  time  of  708  hours.    The  failed  landing  gear  U-bolt,  part number 1-9805, was shipped to the NTSB Materials
Laboratories  in  Washington,  D.C., for metallurgical evaluation.  The metallurgical evaluation revealed that the bolt failed as a result
of fatigue. 
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Accident



Brief of

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as follows.
The  loss  of  control due to the separation of the left main landing gear as a result of the fatigue failure of the U-bolt which attaches
the landing gear to the airframe. 

Accident (Continued)

Occurrence #1:         AIRFRAME/COMPONENT/SYSTEM FAILURE/MALFUNCTION
Phase of Operation:  LANDING - ROLL

Findings
     1.  (C) LANDING GEAR,MAIN GEAR ATTACHMENT - FATIGUE
     2.  (C) LANDING GEAR,MAIN GEAR - SEPARATION
----------

Occurrence #2:         LOSS OF CONTROL - ON GROUND/WATER
Phase of Operation:  LANDING - ROLL

Findings
     3.  AIRCRAFT CONTROL - NOT POSSIBLE - PILOT IN COMMAND

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
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